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» Career Options

YOUR FUTURE. YOUR CHOICE.

SURGICAL FIRST ASSIST

Online* (with Labs in Person)

www.southeast.edu/surgicalfirstassist

Note: You must be a certified surgical 
technologist with at least three years of 
experience and employed in a facility that can 
give you a variety of cases in which to learn.
Please see the program’s website for 
information related to topics that include, 
but are not limited to, accreditation, state 
licensure or certification requirements, and 
other disclosures. SCC strives to promote 
transparency and encourages students to 
review the information carefully. 
Accreditation by the Commission on 
Accreditation of Allied Health Education 
pending, www.caahep.org, 25400 U.S. Highway 
19 North, Suite 158, Clearwater, FL 33763, Phone: 
727-210-2350, Fax: 727-210-2354.

Credit hours required for graduation:

Surgical First Assist
»Certificate ................................................ 24

2021-2022 estimated expenses to graduate 
with an award of 24 credit hours.

Resident 
Tuition/Fee Rate Per Credit Hour $114
Resident Tuition/Fees $2,736
Books $447
Special Fees $362
 Total:  $3,545
Non-Resident 
Tuition/Fee Rate Per Credit Hour $135
Non-Resident Tuition/Fees $3,240

Equal Opportunity/NonDiscrimination Policy 
- It is the policy of Southeast Community 
College to provide equal opportunity and 
nondiscrimination in all admission, attendance, 
and employment matters to all persons without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, marital 
status, national origin, ethnicity, veteran status, 
sexual orientation, disability, or other factors 
prohibited by law or College policy. Inquiries 
concerning the application of Southeast 
Community College’s policies on equal 
opportunity and nondiscrimination should 
be directed to the Vice President for Access/
Equity/Diversity, SCC Area Office, 301 S. 68th 
Street Place, Lincoln, NE 68510, 402-323-3412,  
FAX 402-323-3420, or jsoto@southeast.edu. 

This publication should not be considered a 
contract between SCC and any prospective 
student. SCC’s Board of Governors reserves the 
right to make changes to this publication during 
the life of the publication and without notice.
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If you are a certified surgical technologist with at least three 
years experience and want to explore career options in the 
field, the Surgical First Assist program is right for you. A 
surgical first assistant has expanded duties which are more 
focused on assisting the surgeon during surgery. 

They anticipate the needs of the surgical team and during 
an operation, assist the surgeon with tasks such as selecting 
equipment, holding incisions open, stopping bleeding, 
closing the incision, 
and carrying out safe 
operation practices with 
optimal results for the 
patient. 

You must hold a current 
NBSTSA or ABHES 
certification in Surgical 
Technology in order to 
enroll. 

Scan this code  
to access the 
course listing

SCC is the Right Choice
• We offer the only program of its kind in 

the Midwest, and we’re one of only 12 
nationwide. 

• Classes are online, with the lab portion 
on the Lincoln Campus.

• You can be employed full time and 
complete your clinical experience and 
get paid. 

• Receive instruction in laparoscopic 
simulation, skills check-offs and wound 
closure. 

For more information contact:
Cynthia Kreps, Program Director 
402-437-2797, 800-642-4075 ext. 2797 
ckreps@southeast.edu

or the Admissions Office at 
402-437-2600 
admissions@southeast.edu

• Surgical First Assistant 

• Clinical Preceptor

• Private First Assistant 
for a Surgeon

• Surgical First Assistant 
Clinical Instructor or 
Program Director $35,880

extra info

Start terms:
FA

Degree Awards offered: 
Cert

Misc:

Testimony:
“The SFA program has expanded my knowledge 
and helped me take the next affordable step in my 
career. I absolutely love surgery and would love to 
become a P.A., but the years and expense that would 
take are overwhelming. This program has given me 
the tools and experience needed to continue my 
growth from a CST to an SFA, and possibly someday, 
a P.A. The added responsibilities are exactly what I 
was looking for. Always keep learning and expanding 
your knowledge!”

More about the program
• New students are admitted in 

the Fall Semester. The program 
can be completed in one 16-
week semester plus a 10-week 
mini semester. 

• The lecture portion of the 
program is online, and five 
evenings of lab practice are 
in person. You are required to 
travel to the Lincoln Campus to 
complete the lab portion.

• Mid-term and final exams are 
required to be proctored, even 
though classes are online. 

• At the end of the program, 
you will earn a Certificate in 
Surgical First Assist.

• The National Surgical First 
Assisting Certification 
Examination will be 
administered before 
graduation. 

• Upon verification of graduation 
from the program and the 
passing of the examination, 
the graduate can apply for a 
license to practice in the state 
of Nebraska.


